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Please note that the material for this series is derived from a combination of sources referenced at the end of the document. 

Pre-incarnate Christ 

 

Introduction 

“The biblical witness concerning the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is woven like a scarlet thread 

throughout the entirety of the written Word of God. As the second person of the Godhead, the 

Saviour’s person and work constitute the central testimony of all Scripture: 'Worship God. For the 

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy' (Rev. 19:10)” - John MacArthur 

 

Christology is the fancy and theological word that is used when we study or examine the 

person and works of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this booklet we will do exactly that, but we will 

look at the person and work of Jesus in three phases of history, the preincarnate Christ 

(Christ before he was born as a baby), the incarnate Christ (Christ while on Earth) and 

glorified Christ (after he has ascended into heaven). 

 

Eternity Past 

Jesus is both fully human and fully God. This is a central truth of the church and this truth 

has been defended through every era spanning back to the early church. Jesus being fully 

God means that Jesus has always existed, even in eternity past. 

 

Jesus always existing in heaven before he came to earth through the miracle conception. 

He did however still interact with humans on earth before he was born as a human. In fact, 

he was responsible for creation, “All things were made through him, and without him was 

not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3 ESV, also see 1:10; 17:5; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 

1:16-17; Heb. 1:2,10). The most famous verse ascribing eternality and deity to Jesus is 

the famous John 1:1. Isaiah refers to Jesus as the mighty God and everlasting father (Isa. 

9:6) and the Hebrews writer makes clear that Jesus was not only there when creation 

started, but was there long before (Heb 1:10-12; see Ps. 102:25-27). 

 

Old Testament Appearances 

There are numerous passages of Jesus' revelation in the Old Testament, and a list is 
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provided at the end of this section, however here are three explicit examples of Jesus' 

appearing in the Old Testament. 

1. Genesis 16:7-13: The narrator identifies the messenger of Yahweh as Yahweh 

himself. 

2. Exodus 3:2-4: Yahweh appears to Moses in a burning bush. 

3. Judges 6:11-23: The messenger or angel of the Lord is revealed to be the LORD 

himself. 

In John 1:23 John the Baptist makes clear that he is making the way clear for Jesus by 

quoting Isaiah, making clear that Jesus is in fact Yaweh from the Old Testament. 

 

Old Testament Activities 

The works of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament include creation, providence, revelation 

and judgment. Creation was already briefly discussed under the first heading, we will 

therefore start with providence. 

 

Providence: This is God's care and involvement in his creation. We see the Trinity's direct 

involvement and care for creation and specifically humanity in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make 

man in our image, after our likeness”. 

We see the Son of God personally involved in matters of global politics and human 

empires in passages such as Dan. 2:31-46; Matt. 23:37-25:46; Rev. 11:15. 

Revelation: Genesis 15:1-16 indicates that “the word of the LORD” appeared to Abram. 

Jesus gave revelation to Moses on multiple times. As mentioned at the burning bush, but 

also on Mount Sinai in Exodus 20. Multiple New Testament passages confirm these 

revelations as being from the second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ (example Acts 

7:30-35; Heb. 1-3; John 12:41). 

Judgment: The Son of God will come as the Son of Man, a messianic title given by Daniel 

in Daniel 7:13, to judge all the world. We also see the messenger of Yaweh, who is 

mentioned as Yaweh himself passing judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 13 

and 14. 
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Old Testament Prophecies 

Jesus gives us a great incentive to study the Old Testament for prophecies concerning 

Jesus. In John 5:39 Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, “You search the Scriptures because 

you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me”. After 

Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead he said in Luke 24:44, “These are my words  

that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled”. 

Below is a table of some of the Psalms that are considered Messianic Psalms, speaking of 

Jesus as the coming Messiah: 

 

And in the chart below is a list of prophecies concerning Jesus Christ as the Messiah in 

other parts of scripture: 
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Incarnate Christ 

 

Introduction 

“Jesus was the God-man—truly and fully God as well as truly and fully human” - 

John MacArthur 

 

The incarnation means the becoming human or taking on flesh of Jesus Christ. He never 

stopped being God when he became a human, instead he took on something else, 

humanity. 

 

Deity 

Jesus' incarnation is his manifestation, outwardly of his internal divine essence (Phil. 2:6). 

Jesus possessed the divine glory as seen in John 17:5 and Isaiah 42:8. It is because of 

this that the writer of Hebrews proclaims that Jesus is the exact representation of the Deity 

(Heb. 1:3; Col 1:15). Some more passages to ascribe worship to Jesus as being God is 

Heb. 1:6; Matt. 2:2; 14:33; Phil 2:10-11; 1 Chronicles 29:10-11; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Peter 3:18; 

Rev. 4:11; 5:9-10. For a more extensive list look at the page below. 

 

 



10 
 

Virgin Birth 

In Genesis 3:15 mankind got the announcement of the victorious “offspring” or “seed” of 

the woman. This announcement is called the proto-evangelion, the precursor of the gospel 

as we know it today. 

 

The virgin birth carries with it massive significance and implications. Firstly, if someone 

denies the virgin birth, they are directly and completely disregarding the testimony of the 

gospels. “the integrity of the Gospel record concerning Jesus rests heavily on the truth of 

the virgin birth” (John MacArthur). 

 

If Jesus was not born of a virgin, it would mean that he had to inherit the sin of Adam like 

all mankind does when we are born, but because Jesus was not born as a direct 

descendant of Adam, he did not inherent the original sin. If Jesus was not born of a virgin, 

there could be no guarantee of his sinlessness. 

 

The virgin birth allows for the pre-existence of Jesus Christ. Jesus wasn't created at 

conception, instead the miraculous conception merely acted as a mechanism in which the 

eternal divine Christ would attach flesh to himself, taking on humanity. 

 

Humanity 

There are many different titles used in the Bible to refer to Jesus' humanity. Some scripture 

references are: 
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The study of the two natures of Jesus, his God nature and his human nature, is called in 

theological circles, The Hypostatic Union. The best most biblical definition we can use to 

describe and explain Jesus incarnation as God and man is, “Jesus was at the same time 

human and divine, involving a hypostatic union of two natures without confusion, without 

change, without division, and without separation”, taken from the Apostles Creed in the 5th 

Century. 

 

Because Jesus is both God and man, and fully so with each, he can truly and fully 

represent both parties to each other. Jesus is the only possible mediator for mankind. He 

is one of us, so he can sympathize and relate. He is God, so he can give us eternal life 

and has the authority and power to do so. 
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Glorified Christ 

 

Introduction 

After our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ took the penalty for our sin on himself while on the 

cross and after dying, he rose again to glory. Jesus Christ is glorified today. He is the first 

human to be glorified in the way that all believers in the Lord will one day be glorified. He is 

“the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18). 

 

Heavenly Intercessor 

Christ's current ministry is on behalf of all his people. This occurs in heaven in his glorified 

state and is continual. He is our High Priest, at the right hand of the Father and he 

advocates on behalf of all who put their faith in him, no matter what charges the world or 

the Devil throws against those who believe in Jesus (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 1 John 

2:1). An example of what Jesus current ministry in heaven might look like is found in John 

17, known as the High Priestly prayer. Jesus’ heart and ministry revealed in that chapter 

should comfort us when we think of Jesus interceding for us at this present moment. 

 

Rapture 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 

grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you 

by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not 

precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 

command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 

Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one 

another with these words. - 1 Thess. 4:13-18 ESV 

 

Apart from Jesus' heavenly intercession all other ministries relate to the future, for 

example the rapture. The rapture is when the church will be called by Jesus to join him in 

heaven to be with him for all eternity. Those who have died in Christ will be taken along 
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with those who are living when Jesus finally calls his bride home (1 Cor. 15:51-58; 1 

Thess. 4:14; 5:1-2; John 14:1-3; Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 6:14; 10:11; 16:22; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 

Tim. 6:14; Titus 2:13; 1 Thess 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52; Heb 1:1-3). Please come and take us Lord Jesus. 

 

Judgment Seat 

Jesus Christ is the One who will judge all people (John 5:22-23). All will stand before 

Jesus in judgment, believers and unbelievers, “For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in 

the body, whether good or evil” (2 Cor. 5:10). In comparison to 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, 

believers will never be condemned before the judgment seat of Christ (Rom. 8:1). 

Believers instead will be rewarded for their Christ glorifying works and have all their vain or 

sinful deeds removed. Unbelievers on the other hand will be standing before the seat of 

judgment. They will be condemned for rebelling against their Creator. 

 

For the unbeliever, the judgment seat of Christ should inspire fear and a desire to repent 

and submit to the Lordship of Christ, and for the believer, the judgment seat of Christ 

should act as a deterrent to sin and desire to please him. 

 

Second Coming 

The Greek word we often associate with the second coming of Jesus, parousia, literally 

means “presence”. It is often used in the arrival of very important people in the ancient 

world (Matt. 24:3, 27, 37, 39; 2 Thess. 2:8; James 5:7-8). The word is also used to refer to 

the rapture in 1 Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23. Along with parousia, another Greek word 

often used to describe the second coming of Jesus is the Greek word apokalypsis (1 Cor. 

1:7; 2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:7, 13; 4:13). 

 

The second coming is when Jesus will return to this earth full of divine glory and power 

to judge all the living inhabitants (Matt. 24:30; 25:31-46; Luke 9:26; Dan. 7:13; Titus 2:13; 2 

Pet. 3:12; Jude 14; Rev. 1:7). 
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Millennial Reign 

The millennial reign is when Jesus will return with the raptured church and establish his 

thousand-year long reign on earth (Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev. 20:1-6). John 

MacArthur makes the observation that Revelation mentions that Jesus reign will be a 

thousand years 6-times in the book. If the 1000-year reign is to be taken figuratively to 

mean a long time, why didn't John use wording like myriads, eons and ages? A literal 

thousand year reign would also fulfil various Old Testament prophecies and Jesus' own 

teachings (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Psalm 2; Isa. 11:6-12; 24:23; Amos 9:8-15; Mic. 4:1-8; Zech. 

14:1-11; Matt. 24:29-44). 

 

This would mean that Christ would establish himself as the international supreme ruler of 

all nations and place his capital in Jerusalem, the city of the great kings. This will put an 

end to the international hatred the nations have for the Jews and establish them again as a 

holy nation and a nation of priests (Ps. 2:8-10; Isa. 2:2-4; 19:18; Zeph. 3:9; Ps. 110:4; 

Zech. 6:12-13; Ex. 19:6; Isa. 61:6, 9; Zech. 14:16-17; Ezekiel 40-48; Hag. 2:6-9; Psalm 8). 

 

Great White Throne Judgment 

The great white throne judgment will commence after the millennial reign. At the great 

white throne Christ will judge all the unbelieving dead (Rev. 20:11-15). He will do this 

based on the authority that he is the Mediator between God and man, the Head of the 

church and the fulfilment of the prophecy of the coming great King who will reign on 

David's throne. JESUS CHRIST IS THE FINAL AND ULTIMATE JUDGE (Eph. 1:22; 5:23; 

Col. 1:18; Isa. 9:6-7; Ezek. 37:24-28; Luke 1:31-33; Matt. 25:14-46; Acts 17:30-31). 

 

Eternity Future 

After all has been done and seen, at the end of it all, after the completion of all world 

history, the only thing that remains is eternity future. Paul calls this “a plan for the fullness 

of time” in Ephesians 1:10. When the fullness of time has come, God will bring an end to 

everything as we know it now. He will close the scroll of the universe, fold up the garment 

of current existence and create everything anew (Rev 20:1-6; 21:1-5). This is Revelation 

chapter 23. 
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For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in  

subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. When all things 

are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 

subjection under him, that God may be all in all. - 1 Corinthians 15:27-28 

 

In eternity future we will live an existence free from sin and death. Liberated from the 

selfishness of others and our own hearts. Never lacking, always healthy always happy. It is 

most likely that we will still have work or functions in heaven. Adam and Eve were given 

the gift of work before the fall in Genesis 3. It is only after the fall that purpose in work was 

removed and made vain. 

 

We will be with Jesus Christ. We will get to know him face to face for all eternity and the 

amazing thought is, there is more of Jesus for us to discover than eternity will allow us to. 

Christ is bigger than eternity. HE IS ENOUGH! 
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