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Part 1 

 
Introduction 

 
Every building is built on some kind of structure or framework. The structure or 

framework serves to support the larger building and keep it erect. Without a proper 

foundation, structure and framework, any building would collapse in normal 

circumstances, not even to mention stormy situations. 

 

Just like a building and a house needs a good structure to survive the elements and 

keep functioning, in the same way this is also true of a home. The use of the word 

home in this instance is not meant to be synonymous with the analogy of the house. 

When we mention the home, we make direct mention of the family. The nuclear 

family, which is the secular term for the traditional Biblical family and is the focus 

of this article. We will be examining the structure or framework that a family NEEDS 

to be stable and strong. We will be looking at FOUR PILLARS OF A BIBLICAL 

FAMILY. In this section we will look at the first pillar. 

 

Pillar 1: The fear of the Lord 

 

 

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways! You shall eat the fruit of the 

labor of your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you. Your wife will be like a 

fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots around your table. Behold, 

thus shall the man be blessed who fears the LORD. - Psalm 128:1-4 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 

insight. - Proverbs 9:10 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 

instruction. - Proverbs 1:7 
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Due to the amount of heresy and false teaching in the world today, we do feel it necessary to clarify that when we 

make a statement like "Enrich you and your family", we are stating that as a spiritual enrichment. 
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Part 2 

 
Introduction 

 

Pillar 2: Be filled with the Spirit 

 

 

What exactly does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

 

What it does NOT mean: 

 

• It is not some mystical experience through some secret formula or other such 

means that is limited to only a small select group. No, it applies to all Christian 

believers. 

• The filling of the Spirit is not the same as being indwelt, baptized, or sealed by 

the Spirit. Nowhere are believers commanded or exhorted to be indwelt, 

baptized by or sealed by the Holy Spirit, since these ministries of the Spirit all 

occur within the believer at the time of his/her conversion/regeneration. The 

only command regarding the Spirit’s ministry in the believer’s life is the 

commandment to be filled. This means that although every believer is indwelt, 

baptized, and sealed by the Spirit, unless he is also filled with the Spirit he will 

live in spiritual weakness, frustration, and defeat. 

• To be filled with the Spirit does not mean that we have Him somehow 

progressively added to our life until we are full of Him – as when someone 

pours water in a glass up to the rim. It’s not a matter of quantity, but of control. 

 

What it DOES mean: 

 

• Rather than those ‘filled with the Spirit’ having more of Him, He is said to have 
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more of them ---- not in terms of quantity, but of control. 

• The Greek word plhrow (‘filled’) has the connotation of total control. The 

person who is filled with sorrow (Jn. 16:6), anger (Lk. 6:11), fear (Lk. 5:26) or 

even Satan (Act. 5:3) [same word plhrow in each reference] finds himself no 

longer under his own control but under the control of that which dominates 

him. To be filled with the Spirit is to be surrendered under His total dominion 

and control. 

 

What does it mean to be ‘filled with the Spirit’? It means He is in control and 

I’m not ---- to be ‘filled’ not with me but with God! 

 

Be filled is also an imperative --- i.e. it’s in the language of command. In other words, 

God says, “Thou shalt be filled with Me!” This means that it is not an option for 

Christians. Paul is not making a polite suggestion that we should be filled with the 

Spirit. No, to resist the filling and control of the Holy Spirit is flagrant disobedience 

against the clear teaching of God’s own Word! 

 

Be filled is also a passive command, which simply means that the filling is not 

something we do, rather it is the work of the Spirit Himself. But the Spirit will not 

forcefully take control of our lives. We are to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in the 

process of sanctification.  

 

Be filled carries with it the idea of continuous, day-by-day, moment-by-moment 

submission to the Spirit’s control. “Always be filled!” ----- literally, ‘continue to be 

being filled with the Spirit.’ (The strange word order is the best way to try and bring 

across what the text is stating). 
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What are the conditions for being filled with the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-38)? 

 

 

Note how the Apostle Paul connects household relations with the Spirit’s 

fullness in Ephesians 5:18 – 6:9 
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Part 3 

 
Introduction 

 
It is important to note that a Biblical family must have all four pillars erect and 

standing in order to have a functional, biblical and God glorifying home.  

 

A point that should also be noted is that some families are stronger with certain 

pillars than others. Sometimes as a family you need to make one aspect more of a 

focus than the others.  

 

Pillar 3: The fruit of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

  - Galations 5:22-23
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Part 4 

 

Pillar 4: Love (1 Cor 13:4-7) 

 

 



15 
 

 



16 
 

 



17 
 

Bibliography: 

 

• The main source for this article was part of the syllabus of Christ Seminary's 

Pastoral Home lectures as taught by Pastor Andrew Isiaho. 

• www.christbaptist.co.za 

• www.christbaptistseminary.co.za  

• Other sections of this series will be built on the structure as presented by 

Pastor Andrew in his class, although extra sources will be added for the next 

two articles. 

 

http://www.christbaptist.co.za/
http://www.christbaptistseminary.co.za/

